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Subject List 

Subject Description Exam Board In order to succeed in 
this subject you need: 

Art and 
Design 

In an increasingly automated society, individual creativity is now highly prized as it is steadily 
becoming the only thing that cannot be recreated by computers or robots. The creative 
industries are booming and are growing faster than any other industry. They not only enable 
high levels of personal job satisfaction but also involve extremely well trained and paid 
vocations. These most often include utilising computers, and include careers areas such as 
gaming, animation, architecture, automotive design, product design, graphic design and 
illustration, web design, fashion, film, set design, prop and special effects design, urban 
landscape and interior design and so on. All these jobs need creative skills physically as well as 
conceptually and Art is the subject to build and hone these skills.   
We are a creative team who push students to explore and gain the best result you can in this 
subject and most achieve very highly and go on to the top University courses, then into industry. 
 

AQA 
www.aqa.org.uk 
 

GCSE Graphics, Textiles 
or Art 
(or portfolio approved 
by Head of Art) 

Biology Biology is fundamental in the most literal sense of the word. It is all about how organisms live, 
breed, breathe and die and how they interact. Studying Biology gives students an understanding 
of the impact of our actions on our environment as well as understanding how our bodies 
function. 
Biology is fundamentally an experimental subject. There are numerous opportunities to use 
practical experiences to link theory to reality, and equip students with the essential practical 
skills they need. 
 

AQA 
www.aqa.org.uk 
 

Minimum grade 6 in 
GCSE Biology  
or 6+6 in Combined 
Science. 
Grade 5 in Maths also 
required. 

Business  Business at BRGS considers the numerous areas of business life. It gives the students an 
opportunity to see how a business operates and shows what has to be done to run a successful 
business. 
The subject examines issues which each business has to manage. We consider the production of 
goods and then how you would market that product. Accounts are then investigated to make 
sure that a business is profitable. Management theories are put to the test and at all times 
external factors to the business are always considered, i.e. the economy. 

AQA 
www.aqa.org.uk 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/


 

Subject Description Exam Board In order to succeed in 
this subject you need: 

Chemistry A-level Chemistry attempts to answer the big question ‘what is the world made of?’ and it is the 
search for this answer that makes this subject so fascinating. From investigating how one 
substance can be changed drastically into another, to researching a new wonder drug to save 
millions of lives, the opportunities that Chemistry provides are endless. 

AQA 
www.aqa.org.uk 

Minimum grade 6 in 
GCSE Chemistry  
or 6+6 in Combined 
Science. 
Grade 5 in Maths also 
required. 

Computer 
Science 

We live in the digital age. Everything we do involves Computer Science in some way. Whether 
you are streaming music and videos, playing games, adding filters to images, messaging friends 
or digitally tracking exercise. None of these would be possible without Computer Science! 
Studying Computer Science teaches you how all of these, and many other things in our 
contemporary world, work. It teaches you how to apply computational thinking skills to break 
down, and solve, large complex problems, and it teaches you advanced programming skills; a 
skill which empowers you to make a positive difference in the world.  
The course contains many challenging concepts and encourages students to build resilience and 
independence, resulting in it being well regarded by universities and future employers. 
 

AQA 
www.aqa.org.uk 

GCSE computer science 
or experience in coding 
languages recommended 

Drama and 
Theatre 
Studies 

The creative industries are flourishing more than any other in the UK with employers in urgent 
need of a workforce that will in part comprise of confident people with strong creative and 
communicative ability. Drama is the subject deemed most desirable to develop these skills for 
life due to its unique learning experience where students are empowered to think critically, 
creatively and constructively. Moreover, Drama at A-level offers the rare and rewarding 
combination of a rigorous academic discipline with creative practical components that develops 
students’ abilities on many levels in addition to facilitating strong university entry. The course 
nurtures students to tap into their own intelligence and creativity, building their confidence, 
their communication skills and encouraging enquiry. They will develop their own voice as they 
utilize leadership/teamwork techniques, research and interpersonal skills, and analysis and 
evaluation as they undergo a thorough theatrical training. Our students achieve very highly and 
go on to a range of top universities and drama schools before securing enviable employment in 
various sectors. 
 

AQA 
www.aqa.org.uk 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/


 

Subject Description Exam Board In order to succeed in 
this subject you need: 

Economics  In one respect, all societies are ‘economies’ in the sense that they have to solve the problem of 
how to use scarce resources to produce goods and services which meet the demands of 
consumers.   
The subject examines issues relating to the world in which we live.  For example: 
What are stocks and shares, how do we make money? 
Is privatisation a good idea? Are strikes important? 
How do the Conservatives differ from Labour in how the economy should be run? 
How did the banking system almost collapse? 
Should we reduce taxes and spend less on education or unemployment? 
As you can see, economics issues touch the lives of everyone – we see them reported in 
newspapers and TV every day; the study of A level Economics gives you a fascinating opportunity 
to understand these issues. 
 

AQA 
www.aqa.org.uk 

 

English 
Language 

Humankind's ability to communicate is one of its most notable phenomena; English Language at 
A-Level is about getting to the heart of how and why language is used (consciously and 
subconsciously) in the world around us and the effects of the ways in which we use language.  
Starting from how we acquire language as children to how we manipulate and shape language to 
reflect and construct identity as adults, this course will allow you to probe and analyse the way 
language has metamorphosed over time in response to significant historical and social changes 
up to the present day, where the influence of social issues and technology continue to shape 
communication within a range of different contexts and by a range of different speakers and 
writers.  
If you are a budding writer (fiction or non-fiction), you can showcase your creativity through the 
original writing coursework component. 
The different skills you will hone throughout the course, including contextualised data analysis, 
discursive essays, evaluation and investigative research, will equip you well for a range of future 
academic and career paths. English Language is particularly complimentary for A-Level English 
Literature, Psychology, Sociology, and Law.  
 

EDEXCEL 
www.qualification
s.pearson.com 
 
 

A minimum of a grade 6 
at GCSE English is 
required 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.qualifications.pearson.com/
http://www.qualifications.pearson.com/


 

Subject Description Exam Board In order to succeed in 
this subject you need: 

English 
Literature 

If you enjoy reading and like to debate and explore social issues and literary texts then English 
Literature is the ideal option for you.  
Literature is a platform for writers to discuss and debate the pressing, and often controversial, 
social issues of the time. Our set texts enable you to explore a range of concepts including class 
divides, racial prejudice, sexuality, gender, scientific progression, death and man's complex 
relationship with religion amongst many others. 
Studying English Literature enables you to explore and analyse worlds both within the texts and, 
importantly, the social contexts that compelled writers to compose provocative pieces of 
literature that still resonate with readers today.  
We will provide you with a platform to probe, debate and critique literary texts in a constructive 
and academic environment.  
Across the two-year course, you will engage with a range of literary texts of different genres and 
time periods to develop a breadth of literary understanding and appreciation whilst also honing 
your analytical and evaluative skills. Our subject is focused on developing your skills of 
articulation (both written and spoken), equipping you with vital skills to carry forward into the 
world of work or higher education. English Literature is a Russell Group facilitating subject due to 
the stimulating and intellectual nature of the course.  English Literature is particularly 
complimentary for A-Level English Language, History, Sociology, Religious Studies and Law. 
 

EDEXCEL 
www.qualification
s.pearson.com 
 
 

A minimum of grade 6 at 
GCSE Literature is 
required. 

Geography There has never been a better or more important time to study A level Geography. With growing 
interest in contemporary global issues such as climate change, migration, environmental 
degradation and social cohesion, this is one of the most relevant courses you could choose to 
follow. Geography is a robust and academic subject which is well-regarded by universities and 
employers due to the range of skills and depth of knowledge that it fosters. The content is 
a balance of human and physical geography each half delivered by a specialist teacher. If you are 
inquisitive about the world around you and like to think about big issues you should consider A 
level Geography. 
 
 
 

AQA 
www.aqa.org.uk 

GCSE Geography 
preferred but not 
essential 

http://www.qualifications.pearson.com/
http://www.qualifications.pearson.com/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/


 

Subject Description Exam Board In order to succeed in 
this subject you need: 

German ‘Why study a language at A Level?’ – Our answer would be very simple: ‘Why not?’ 
If you have proven your ability in GCSE languages, it would be a logical step to take it further - 
you enjoyed it, it was challenging in a ‘different’ kind of way and a language qualification 
definitely makes you stand out in the crowd! There are, however, some other very important 
reasons which you may not yet have considered: the further you take your language 
qualification, the more attractive you become to employers. Statistically, one in five British 
companies is aware that they are losing trade through lack of language skills within their 
workforce. The internet has increasingly brought custom from all over the world – language 
qualifications increase your employability! The Russell Group universities regard the study of 
languages at 16+ to be part of a very solid preparation for study at degree level. In a nutshell - as 
one of their recommended ‘facilitating subjects’ - an A level language qualification will enhance 
your chances of entry into a high quality university. And finally, as linguists we are natural 
communicators! In a Europe where Brexit threatens to distance us from our neighbours, we will 
need our coming generations to have an insight, an openness to and an appreciation of other 
cultures like never before.  Being fluent in another language is a life skill that is the envy of many 
who have missed out. 
So – why not take your languages to the next level? 

 

AQA 
www.aqa.org.uk 

Grade 6 in GCSE German 
is required 

History The study of A-Level History is important because it allows one to make sense of the current 
world. One can look past economic and cultural trends and be able to offer reasonable 
predictions of what will happen next in today’s world. One can also understand why some rules 
exist in the modern world. More broadly, A-Level History allows us to understand different 
cultures. History can also allow one to exercise their critical thinking skills, which are important 
in all areas of life, academic or otherwise. 
If we study the successes and failures of the past, we may, ideally, be able to learn from our 
mistakes and avoid repeating them in the future. 
If you are interested in contemporary and Renaissance History, or have an inquisitive mind and 
enjoy challenge, you should consider A-Level History. 
 
 

AQA 
www.aqa.org.uk 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/


 

Subject Description Exam Board In order to succeed in 
this subject you need: 

Law The law underpins much of what we can and cannot do, it has an impact on our upbringing, 
education, careers and interests. The study of law improves your powers of reasoning, clarity of 
thought, and the ability to analyse. It is taught within so many different professions from 
medicine, to business, to architecture, to teaching, that to have an understanding of our legal 
system is always an advantage. It is an obvious choice for anyone wanting a career in the legal 
profession or in any aspect of our justice system. 
 
 

TBC – please check 
website for up to 
date details 
 
 

 

Maths/ 
Double 
Maths 

Mathematics is not only a beautiful and exciting subject in its own right but also one that 
underpins many other branches of learning. It permeates our lives and is essential for studying a 
wide range of degrees and skills required later in life. 
There are some overarching themes within Mathematics that will be taught over the two years, 
these consist of 

 Mathematical argument, language and proof 

 Mathematical problem solving  

 Mathematical modelling 
These form the backbone through which all the content will be taught. 
 
 

Edexcel courses 
9MA0 – A-level 
maths 
9FM0 – A-level FM 
 

Grade 6 for Mathematics  
Grade 7 for Further 
Mathematics required 

Music The varied nature of the course enables students to develop desirable skills in areas such as self-
management, creativity, analysis, performance, teamwork, problem solving, and 
communication, all of which makes them an attractive prospect for potential employers. Rather 
than limiting your career prospects, a music degree opens doors to a wide range of careers both 
within and outside the arts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AQA 
www.aqa.org.uk 
 

Grade 6 in GCSE Music 
or grade 5 (instrument 
or theory) 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/


 

Subject Description Exam Board In order to succeed in 
this subject you need: 

Physical 
Education 

As a talented sportsperson your skill, ability, motivation and brain power will be 
rewarded with a recognised academic qualification. A level PE covers an incredibly 
diverse and interesting range of topics.  
In addition, much of the knowledge and understanding gained on the course can be 
applied to you as a sportsperson and used to improve your personal performance. By 
the end of the course you will be well rounded in the world of sport with knowledge in 
science, Psychology and Sociology.   
 
 

AQA  
www.aqa.org.uk 
 

GCSE PE qualification 
desirable.  
 
Students need to be 
performing at a 
competitive level in one 
of the sports listed on 
the syllabus. DVD 
footage of performance 
will be needed as 
evidence to gain marks 
in this section of 
assessment (15%). This 
will be needed in 
February of the second 
year of the course.   

Physics Physics is a wonderfully varied subject. It covers everything on a scale ranging from the size of 
the universe to the size of the very smallest sub-atomic particles. The aim of Physics is to 
understand how everything works and studying Physics allows you to describe, explain and 
predict the world around you. The subject has many practical applications, being the basis of all 
modern technological developments, and an A level physicist emerges from the course laden 
with skills which transfer to a wide variety of careers. 
 

AQA  
www.aqa.org.uk 
 
 

Minimum grade 6 in 
GCSE Physics  
or 6+6 in Combined 
Science. 
Grade 5 in Maths also 
required. 

Psychology Psychology is defined as ‘the science of the mind and behaviour’.  
Psychology is a fascinating subject to study. It will help you understand human behaviour and 
mental processes and allow you to better understand how we think, feel and behave. 
Studying A-Level Psychology will enable you to look at some of the important questions such as 
why do some people conform?  Does prison really change criminal behaviour? What shapes our 
personality? How do we learn and change throughout our life?    
If you are interested in a deeper understanding of the human condition, you should consider 
studying Psychology. 

AQA  
www.aqa.org.uk 
 

 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/


 

Subject Description Exam Board In order to succeed in 
this subject you need: 

Religious 
Studies 

Right now, everyone has something to say about religion. Religious Studies helps make sense of 
it. With religion and religious issues frequently topping the news agenda, Religious Studies has 
never been more relevant, engaging and challenging. Religious Studies helps students with their 
own personal development, supporting engagement with the spiritual, moral and social 
questions that will surface again and again in their lives and communities. 
 

Eduqas 
eduqas.co.uk  
 

 

Sociology Sociology studies many aspects of the society in which we live – for example, the family, 
education, the mass media, social class, gender, race, youth culture, social identity, crime and 
deviance, religion, power and politics. It looks at how sociologists gather information about 
society and the conclusions they draw. Sociologists attempt to address issues of social inequality 
by influencing governments in their creation of social policies. It is an academic discipline which 
requires a knowledge of the work and writings of professional sociologists. 
 

WJEC 
www.wjec.co.uk 
 

 

Spanish Why study Spanish at A Level?  
Learning Spanish allows you to speak with over 400 million Spanish speakers in over 20 countries 
on four continents, and Spanish the second most used language on the internet, after English. 
Following a study carried out by the British Council, Spanish has emerged as the most important 
language for the UK for our presence in the global market. 
It can be used as a gateway to learn other romance languages, sharing roots with French, 
Portuguese, Catalan, Romanian, Italian and others. 
Hispanic culture is of increasing importance and significance.  Artists such as Salvador Dali, 
Picasso and Frida Kahlo have produced some of the most famous pieces of artwork in the 
modern era.  Eleven Spanish-speaking writers have won the Nobel Prize for Literature: five from 
Spain and six from Latin America. 
As a speaker of another language, you gain valuable communication skills that are transferable 
to a variety of jobs from business to journalism, medicine to sport, and tourism to information 
technology.  With many universities regarding a language A Level as a solid foundation for 
degree level study of any subject, you are distinguishing yourself as some who has a good work 
ethic, interest in the wider world and with an appreciation of other cultures. 
 
So, why study Spanish at A Level?  Why not?! 

AQA 
www.aqa.org.uk 

Grade 6 in GCSE Spanish 

http://www.eduqas.co.uk/
http://www.wjec.co.uk/
http://www.aqa.org.uk/


 

 

 
* Please note: The provision of some A level courses may depend upon demand 

 
 

Enrichment 

Every Wednesday afternoon you will be able to select from a range of non-

qualification activities that will enrich your programme of study and your 

experience at BRGS.  These activities are highly popular among students.  

Students have four blocks of enrichment and can choose up to two activities 

in each block; on the right are a few that we have been able to offer in the 

past: 

 
 
 
Artist in Residence 
Astronomy 
Badminton 
Basketball 
Beginners’ Bake 
Computing support 
CSI BRGS 
Creative Writing 
D of E  
Practical Driving 
Driving Theory 
Expedition Planning 
 
  

 
 
 
First Aid 
Football 
Fitness 
School Gardening 
Gym 
Leadership 
Learning Skills 
Literature on Screen 
Medical Ethics 
MFL Support  
Music Journalism 
Netball 
 
 

 
 
 
Oxbridge Discussion 
Philosophy at the Movies 
Photography 
Primary Teaching Experience 
Rock Climbing 
Rounders 
Sailing 
Sign Language 
SOS Cook 
Table Tennis 
Trampolining 
Volunteering 
Work Experience 
 

 

 

 



 

How to apply: 

 Visit our Website (brgs.org.uk).  Complete the online application form 

fully and carefully.  We will inform you when we have received your 

application. 

 You will then receive a letter making you a provisional offer of a place 

conditional upon obtaining a minimum number of GCSE grades. 

 We will try to allocate you as many of your top subject choices in the 

order of priority you have indicated on your application form.   

 We build our option blocks around your choices.  For most students 

we can accommodate their top 3 choices.  If we are not able to, we 

would contact you as soon as possible. 

 You will then be invited for an informal interview. 

 Work very hard to achieve the best possible GCSE grades! You will be 

able to attend a Preview Day in June - after you have finished your 

GCSE examinations. Your place will then be formally confirmed when 

you inform us of your GCSE results. A further Enrolment Interview is 

held at the end of August to officially confirm your choice of courses 

and welcome you to BRGS Sixth Form.  


